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would follow, and which has followed, wherever words
have been derived straight from imitations of the
sounds of nature or from interjections.

There is, no doubt, a higher interest which leads
the philosopher to inquire into the nature of these
phonetic types, and tempts him to transcend the
narrow limits of the purely positive science of lan-
guage. I value as much as any one the labours of
Mr. Wedgwood and the Rev. F. W. Farrar in their
endeavours to trace the origin of roots back to inter-
jections, imitations, or so-called vocal gestures. I
believe that both have thrown much light on a very
difficult problem, and as long as such researches are
confined to the genesis of roots, without trenching on
etymology in the ordinary sense of that term, I mean,
011 the formation and the history of words, Mr. Farrar
is quite right in counting me not as an opponent, but
as a neutral, if not an ally.

M. M.

ST. IVES, CORNWALL:
20/7* Sept. IbOO.
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TN revising once more the two volumes of my
Lectures on the Science of Language, I have fully
availed myself of the help and counsel of my numerous
reviewers and correspondents. As my .Lectures were
reprinted in America, and translated into German,
French, Italian, Hungarian, and Russian, the number